founded by the American Jewish Committee (AJC) in 1945 under the leadership of its first editor, Elliot Cohen, and after his retirement in 1959 due to illness, he was replaced by Norman Podhoretz, who served as chief editor for thirty-five years, until 1995. Tikkun was first published in 1986 under the initiative of Michael Lerner, with the financial support of his wife. Its financial sponsors have changed a number of times since then, and as of 2012 it has been a regular publication of Duke University in North Carolina.
Since their founding, each one of these three periodicals has adopted its own unique conceptual and political approach, that has been subject to change over the years. The Forward carried on the social and conceptual tradition of the socialist-liberal spirit that correlated with the politics of American trade unions. Beginning in the mid-1920s, the chief editor's ethnic Jewish perspective fostered an affinity between the newspaper and the Zionist enterprise in the Land of Israel, subsequently resulting in consistent support for the State of Israel from the time of its establishment to this day, despite intergenerational editorial changeover. Commentary was founded with the aim of bringing young Jewish intellectuals with liberal and radical leftist perspectives closer to the democratic, pluralistic values of American culture. Norman Podhoretz, who replaced Elliot Cohen, maintained this approach throughout most of the 1960s. Towards the end of the decade Podhoretz's worldview underwent a transformation, as did the focus of the magazine, that then became a salient mouthpiece for a group of primarily Jewish intellectuals who identified themselves as "neo-conservatives." Salient Jewish neoconservatives included Irving Kristol, who was considered their founder, alongside Commentary's editor, Norman Podhoretz. Their political and moral worldview was based on principles that included the sanctification of the ideals of a free American society, refutation of the totalitarian communist regime in the Soviet Union and Eastern European countries, and fierce opposition to imperialist Soviet policy wherever in the world it was being promoted. This political perspective assigned a special status to the State of Israel, as a Jewish state with values and political interests akin to those of the United States. The gist of this relationship was encapsulated not only in its political nature but also in the inseparability of the distinctly ethnic Jewish essence of the Jewish Diaspora from that of the State of Israel. Podhoretz has uncompromisingly adhered to this position from the Six Day War of 1967 to this day. In 2007 the relationship between Commentary and the AJC came to an end, and the magazine became independent. Its new editor is John Podhoretz, the son of Norman Podhoretz.
The political viewpoint of Tikkun has its origins in radical leftist critiques of US society and world democracy, from which it derives its attitude towards
